
CASTLETON                                        1963 OCT 11th – 13th 

The team, consisting of twelve men led by Cpl McNab, left Stafford at 18:00 hrs with all four vehicles, ambulance, 

Landrover, Austin and Bedford. By 20:15 hrs base camp was established and 10 members of the team departed for 

elbow exercise at the “Shoulder of Mutton” leaving Barr and Cromar on base-camp.

SATURDAY 12  th   

Due to the fact that Tate had to check on whether there was to be grouse shooting on the moors, a rather late start 

was made to the day's activities.

Cpl McNab took talkBrown, Risdon, Daly, Pettigrew, Shaw, Crosbie and Cromar to Stanage edge for climbing 

practice.

This party put in a very full the days climbing at Stanage attempting nothing less than V.Diffs, and a severe or two. 

The weather was perfect, and, as always at Stanage in good weather, crowded with other climbers. At 16:00 hrs the 

party returned to base to sample Pitkethly first cooking efforts. Barr had stayed on base with Pitkethly. Meanwhile, 

Tate and Watkins were successful in locating the wreckage of two R.A.F. Sabre jet fighters which had crashed on 

Kinder Moor in 1958. They returned to base at 19:30 hrs after a long day's trampling on the moors.

SUNDAY 13  th   .

The base camp survived a very wet and stormy night, probably because the precaution of mooring the tents with 

ropes had been taken when camp was erected. With Risdon and Barr on base camp the remainder split into three 

groups to search for aircraft wreckage. The Brown, Crosby, Pitkethly party found some small, but unidentifiable 

pieces of wreckage near Edale, as did Cpl McNab with Shaw and Cromar near Glossop.

Tate, Pettigrew and Daly returned to Kinder to check more thoroughly the wreckage of the Sabers.

Wreckage was widely strewn over the entire area, and whilst a fuel tank was dug up on the top of the moor (the 

party had brought two shovels for this purpose) the bulk of the wreckage was more than a mile away down a steep 

slope. The re-fuelling instructions and no,s were still legible, and a/c wheels with tyres still attached and didn't 

apparently good condition were lying around. The numbers of the A/C were XD 707 and XD730.

All the parties had returned by 15.30 to base-camp, which was cleaned by 16:15 hrs, after a meal, after which the 

team left for Stafford arriving at 18:10 hrs.

COMMENTS OF i/c 11  th  -13  th   OCT

COMMENTS of i/c      18  th  -20  th   OCT

Unfortunately one of the vehicles had an accident over this weekend & the vehicle i.e. one Landrover 

came back suffering from about of concussion due to an argument with some very large storms.

---oo0oo---



LONGSLEDDALE   (LAKES)                                                           OCT 18  th   – 20  th

An early start this week-end, that is, 14:00 hrs with Sgt Burnett and twelve other members, plus all the vehicles.

This base-camp is in a very wet, steep-sided valley, and the road which leads to it presents some problems to the 

drivers. Base was reached at 18:45 hrs and, when the tents were erected, all members, with the exception of 

Sharwood, who was “base-man” returned to the “Plough” for some “bitter comfort”.

SATURDAY 19th 

This morning Sgt Burnett took the following members on a climbing exercise, Morgan, Pettigrew, Risdon, Brown, 

Daly, Watkins and Shaw. A promising morning deteriorated into a rainy, blustery afternoon, and the climbing party 

had to abandon climbing, Scout Crag, in Langdale, (where the party were climbing) was quite a novelty to some of 

the newer members, who are more accustomed to the much shorter climes of Stannage Edge, and until the weather 

turned bad some enthusiastic climbing was carried out. The party returned to base at 17:00 hrs.Meanwhile, a small 

party consisting of Tate, Clayton and Cromar went for a walk of approximately 18 miles on the Ullswater 

/Haweswater route, on the very unfavourable conditions “clag” and heavy rain. They returned to base at 17:45, cold 

and soaked, for a meal prepared by the base Barr and Sharwood.

Then, once again to the Plough for _ _ _ _ _.

SUNDAY 20  th   .

The following four members of the South Ribble Fell Rescue team arrived at various intervals on Saturday:- 

messrs. D.R. Simpson, M.T. Pilkington, D.R. Knowles and D.A. Knowles (twins!). A stretcher lower was arranged 

and successfully carried out (with Risdon as patient) on the loose crag opposite base camp. After standing-by until 

16:30 hrs, on account of a Royal Flight the team left for Stafford, arriving at 21:30 hrs.

FOR i/c’s COMMENTS SEE OPPOSITE PAGE.

---oo0oo---

TANT-Y-PISTYLL   (MID- WALES)                                                 OCT 25  th   -27  th 

A later than-late start, while the team awaited the arrival of P/O Whyte before departing at 19:00 hrs. Sgt Burnett 

was at the reins, with P/O Whyte and thirteen other members.

Vehicles used were the Bedford, Austin, ambulance and a J2, which was “deputising” for the Landrover, laid up 

since last week with a compound fracture of the axle. En route to base camp the Bedford developed an electrical 

fault, causing the lights to fail, and occasioning a further delay whilst running repairs were carried out. Base camp 

was eventually established at 23:15 hrs.

SATURDAY 26  th   .

A fitter from Stafford was sent for, and arrived to attend to Betsy's (the Bedford) troubles.



Tate, Reston, Jones, Cormar and Watkins formed one walking party, and P/O Whyte, Clayton, Pettigrew and 

Pitkethly formed another. Sgt Burnett took Morgan and Daly to some rocks near base camp and initiated them into 

the strenuous art of artificial climbing.

Watkins, Cromar and Ridon returned to base camp at 14:30 hrs while Tate and Javens continued in the 

Bala/Llanuos area, not returning to base camp until midnight. The second walking party had, by then, been “off the 

hill”over seven hours. The object of these parties was to find aircraft wreckage, but nothing worthy of note was 

found. Khan, the radio operator and his successor, Jones were on base camp duties, we Sharwood “ferrying” 

walking parties.”

SUNDAY 27  th  .

End of summer – time and an extra hours sleep for all. Watkins was on base camp, and Jones, who wished to take 

Khan's place when Khan goes overseas, went for his first walk with the team. Sgt Burnett, Morgan and Daly 

resumed their artificial climbing, Tate and Javens went for a short walk, and the rest of the team formed a second 

walking party, returning to base camp at 15:00 hrs approximately.

After dinner camp was struck and the team was ready to leave for 16 M.U. at 16:30 hrs, arriving there at 19:00 hrs. 

It seems this week-end as though all the team-spirit, which helps make mountain-rescue duties worthwhile, has at 

last returned after a considerable absence, and everybody worked and played with no evidence of friction.

Here's hoping -----------!

COMMENTS OF 25  th   -27  th   OCT

The base camp is situated at TAN-Y-PISTYLL (will author    * please note!). It could be also noted by all 

who read this log that the many & varies sicknesses that the M.R.T. vehicles suffer from appears to be 

neglect in the servicing teams on the unit. As stated above team spirit was very high even though it had 

the setback of an undesirable influence to which one W.M.7

• what do you want - Samuel Pepys?

---oo0oo---

CASTLETON                                                                                      NOV 1  st   – 3  rd  .

10 members left Stafford at 16:00 hrs on Friday in a Bedford, Ambulance and Austin Radio van, and established 

base-camp by 18:00 hrs. Sgt Burnett with two other members left Stafford 18:00 hrs approximately, arriving at 

Castleton at 20:00 hrs.

SATURDAY 2  nd

Leaving Crosby and Jones on base camp, the rest of the team divided into parties to search for some more aircraft 



wreckage. One team consisted of Clayton, Cramar, Daly and Morgan, who went from base via Edale, up to the 

Grindsbrook and Kinder Moor, finding only a small, and unidentifiable piece of wreckage.

Pettigrew, Brown and McKeown formed another team, search the Sliddens Moss area with no results.

The last party Sgt Burnett, Javens, Tate and Shaw went to Holme Moss, where they found the wreckage of a 

liberator, what may have been a Sabre, and some unidentifiable wreckage. The first party was back at base at 15:45 

hrs, the remaining parties at 18:00 hrs.

After dinner, all adjourned to the Shoulder of Mutton, except Crosbie, the base-man.

Sunday 3  rd 

Whilst Sgt Burnett, Tate, Shaw and Javens revisited yesterday's wreckage, the remainder of the team went to 

Stanage Edge and put in a very full day's work.

On base were Jones and Clayton.

At 17.30 the team left Castleton for Stafford, and Arrived there at 19.45.

COMMENTS OF i/c 1  ST   – 3  RD   NOV

---oo0oo---

DOG AND PARTRIDGE  (MANCHESTER/SHEFFIELD ROAD)       NOV 8  th  -10  th   

Only seven members out this week-end, with three vehicles a Bedford, Radio Van and Landrover. An early start 

was made, at 13:15 hrs and base camp was well established before 16:30 hrs, and at “opening time” all adjourned 

to the “Dog and Partridge”.

SATURDAY 9  th  .

After last night's rain the brilliant sunshine of to-day was very welcome. Leaving the W.O.P. Jones and Sharwood 

on base camp, the remainder of the team Crosbie, Morgan, McKeown and Daly, with Cpl McNab in charge went to 

locate some aircraft wreckage. On Sliddens Moss a fruitless sweep search was carried out and eventually 

abandoned. Later the team proceeded to Round Hill, on Bleaklow Meadows, where another sweep search was 

instigated, this time with complete success. A considerable amount of wreckage was found, and, although not 

identifiable, there were two Rotary engines amongst the wreckage. The main road is visible from the wreckage, and 

the wreckage itself so readily visible from the air.

Photographs were taken by Cpl McNab.

The team returned to base camp at 16:15 hrs, for a meal, and spent the remainder of the night at a very hospitable 

pub at Penistone.

SUNDAY 10  th  .

To-day's English winter weather made a most unpleasant change from yesterday's Indian Summer. Wind, heavy 



rain and mist made it unfeasible to attempt any exercises,  and so an early return to Stafford was decided upon, and 

implemented. Cpl McNab and S.A.C. Morgan went to Castleton to make arrangements for Christmas and when 

they got back and had lunch, base camp was struck. The team returned to Stafford at 16:30 hrs.

FOR I/Cs COMMENTS SEE OPOSITE PAGE.

---oo0oo---

TATHAM BRIDGE (LANCS)                                                       NOV 15TH – 17TH. 

Vehicles out this week-end were the Bedford, Landrover, Austin and Ambulance. Sgt Burnett was in charge, with 

P/O Whyte and Cpl McNab, and 10 other men. The team set out from Stafford at 14:30hrs on Friday, and the M.6 

helped to cut down travelling time. Base camp was conveniently established, in relative luxury, in a barn opposite 

the Inn.

With the exception of Sgt Burnett? And three others, the rest of the team went to the New Inn, at Hornby, where 

they won 50 cigarettes in a raffle and also beat the cream of the local dart-players. Whilst we conceded that they 

were the better dart-players, we must claim to be able to hold our beer a bit better than they could.

SATURDAY 16  th  . 

A crisp frosty, November morning, with a little diluted sunshine, made ideal conditions for the proposed stretcher 

lowering and climbing. Leaving McKeown on base-camp the remainder set out at 09:10 hrs for Rylstone in the 

Bedford, taking about 90 minutes to get there. With Pitkethly , walking for his D.of E. gold medal, directing the 

stretcher-lowering operations, eight “lowerings” were carried out with the men alternating roles. At the same time a 

party consisting of P/O Whyte, Brown, Watkins and Daly went in searching of climbing crags, but found little of 

interest beyond a few bolder problems. The entire party returned to base-camp at 18:15 hrs and later revisited the 

“New Inn” again, which incidentally, is in Wray, and not Hornby, as was erroneously stated above.

SUNDAY 17  th  . 

Another cold frosty, morning, and a full programme of walking laid on. A party consisting of Morgan, McKeown, 

Risdon, Brown, Clayton and Shaw set out to traverse two of the famous “Three Peaks”. A second party set out to 

search for aircraft wrecks. This party was made up of P/O Whyte, Pitkethly, Watkins, Tate and Daly. Each party 

carried “walky-talky” sets, and Sgt Burnett, in the Landrover, acted as monitor. The first party completed their walk 

and return to base at 15:30 hrs. The second party contacted Sgt Burnett by R/T after about 14 miles to report that 

weather conditions had so deteriorated that it was necessary to call off the remainder of the walk. On high ground 

there was snow and clag, and a biting cold wind, and in the valley, heavy rain.

After the usual evening meal the team set out for Stafford, arriving there at 21:00 hrs.



COMMENTS OF I/C NOV 15  th   – 17  th  . 

Those were only two W/Ts use on the Sunday & the sets proved to be very effective over a range of 7 miles. The 

newly opened M6 of 86 miles has improved travel to this base camp & cut down travelling time by almost half. 

(darts practice is recommended as part of the training programme).

---oo0oo---

NOV 18  th              INCIDENT REPORT.
 

A phone call from N.R.C.C. alerted the team at 05.10.

The cause of the call-out was said to be that a bomb carriage from a V-bomber had been dropped on Blackden 

Edge, near Edale. Preparations for departures from Stafford were carried out with satisfactory efficiency. However, 

due to the fact that the M.R. Bedford is not yet serviceable, is very considerable delay was caused whilst equipment 

was loaded, which would normally be in position on the Bedford. Also of course, there was an anticipated delay 

whilst personnel from A.M.Q.s were collected.

The team, with all vehicles, was on the road at 05:57 hrs., and arrived at Edale at 07:25 hrs., precisely the E.T.A. 

given to Petreavie. Base camp was established before 08:00 hrs, and the team set out on each search. At the 1937 

trig-point on Edale Moor the entire party spread out to form a sweep search, equipped with R/T sets, (which were 

not very effective) and directed by Sgt Burnett. Following on 8°N course the bomb-carriage was very quickly 

located in a gully, to the satisfaction of Sgt Burnett, who had placed it there a few days previously. This was a 

simulated emergency call-out, but none of the team-members knew this and performed very well indeed, under 

extremely wet and blustery weather conditions.

After this successful search the team returned to base camp for some hot cocoa, at 10:10 hrs, and at 12:00 hrs set 

out for Stafford, arriving there shortly after 14:00 hrs.

COMMENTS OF I/C NOV 18  th   

(‘Bomb carrier’) With the assistance of 18 group (who gave the callout) it was decided to try out the team in a 

mock callout. All went very well even though a Bedford had to be loaded from scratch (M.R.T. Bedford U/S 3 

weeks). The major hold-up being the (dragging out of bed and) getting up to the section of the team members-all 

full-time-who live in A.M.Q’s. Its in all a job very well done.

---oo0oo---



EXPEDITION TO NORTH WALES                         NOV 22nd-26th.

Sgt Burnett, Tate, Watkins and McKeown set out on Friday with Pitkethly to assist him in his efforts to win the 

Duke of Edinburgh's Gold medal award. The party left Stafford in a J2 early on Friday afternoon, and on Saturday 

and Sunday were in close contact with the rest of the team, which was based in North Wales for the week-end.

Friday 22nd. The party left Stafford at 16:30 after shopping in town for the rations & after having enlightened the 

Tech adj as to what is written in SRO’s. It was a perfect night on arrival at base camp with a star speckled sky & no 

wind, all looked well for the walk of 50 miles. The tent was erected on the shores of Llyn Ogwen then we went to 

Bethesda for a quick drink.

Saturday 23rd. During the night a rowing gale had sprung up & carrying sheets of torrential rain swept down upon 

the tent. Cooking breakfast in the J2 was more like being in a ships galley than standing on the A5 road. The 

planned route from Aber to Bethesda was reversed so that a tail wind could be had by the walkers. After breakfast 

they set off at 10 AM to face the elements hoping to reach Aber at 15-30. They reached Aber at 1645 wet but 

otherwise intact after having a harrowing experience when Pitkethly was almost carried over a cliff by a gust of 

wind which was estimated to be in the upper 70 mph (15Mde).

Sunday 24th. The wind & rain still persist in all their fury making it look as though the tent may take off at any 

minute.

After breakfast the rain eased off & the party left for Capel Curig to walk the length of the Glyders to Bethesda but 

at ‘Capel’ the rain returned with a vengeance soaking all in minutes of having left the vehicle. In attempting the 

long slope up the ‘Glyders’ the force of the wind slowed the party's pace down to 1 mile per 1½hrs & the wise 

decision was made to get down to the road and hope that the miles could be got in the following days. (7 miles) 

Monday 25th. A fine day with the base now in the ATC hut in Bethesda with patches of blue sky. The party left at 10 

AM hoping to get in the mileage but shortly leaving the hut the rains returned. A check was made on the walking 

party, which was on three strong after Watkins had dropped out, at 7:30 PM to find they were still going strong and 

estimated the arrival a camp to be 10 PM.

The party arrived in at 10 to 10 after having completed a distance of 26 miles. 

Tuesday 26th. The weather had now changed the wind had dropped in strenght & the rain clouds had left the area. 

All that was needed was 7 miles to complete the course, this was to be done over ‘Y Garn’ & down into Llanberis 

Pass. Tate was left on base suffering from very sore thighs where his breeches had rubbed the skin off. At 16:30 the 

party were seated in the J2, having a meal before the journey back to Stafford. The J2 arrived back at Stafford at 10 

PM after a few anxious miles when the fuel gauge registered empty.

In all a very hard fifty mile walk in the most adverse conditions and gold medal well won (what a pity it has to be 

cut into five!!). Was it worth it with Tates missing skin & McKeown & Pitkethly having to spend a few days in 

SSQ?



---oo0oo---

NORTH WALES                                                                                  Nov 22  nd   - 24  th 

The team was on stand-by (normal working) because of a Royal Flight which finished at 18:00 hrs on Friday.

Consequently, it was 18:10 hrs, before the team left Stafford, with Cpl McNab, eight team members and a civilian 

C.I.D. man, called “Stan”. Vehicles used were a Bedford truck, Ambulance and Landrover. Base was established 

opposite the youth hostel near Ogwen Cottage, on a very rocky and not very comfortable, ground. While Daly 

stayed on base the remainder of the party just had time to down a quick pint or two in the Douglas Arms, Bethesda.

SATURDAY 23  rd   

High winds, heavy rain, and the old enemy "clag" (mist) made it obvious that it would be unwise to attempt an 

exercise to-day. The proposed travellers of the Snowdon “horseshoe” by some members of the party was shelved 

pending more favourable weather conditions. Sgt Burnett, who was also in North Wales, (for a D. of E. expedition) 

arranged for the team to shift the base-camp from its present situation to the infinitely more comfortable site in the 

A.T.C. hut in Bethesda. A pleasant evening was spent next door in the (crag-mats convention ball) known as the 

Douglas Arms.

SUNDAY 24  th  .

More rough weather once again excluded the possibilities of an exercise. It became apparent that waiting for better 

weather was a waste of time and so at 15:20 hrs the team packed up and left the Stafford, arriving there at 

approximately 18:30 hrs.

COMMENTS OF I/C 22  nd   – 24  th   .

---oo0oo---



GREENFIELDS                                                                     NOV 29  th   – DEC 1  st  . 

Cpl McNab, with a party of eight, including two new men on “trial”, left Stafford at 13:30 hrs on Friday, in a 

Bedford, Ambulance and Landrover. After the customary stop at Buxton they reached the base – Ashway Gap 

house, at 15:45 hrs. Later, in the company of “Harold”, one of the caretakers of the house, they went into town for 

the also customary drink or two in the “Wagon Inn”. During the night they were joined by Daly, who had found his 

own way up to base-camp, and who brought the party up to a total of ten men. In the cause of conversation it was 

mentioned that a 12-years old boy, John Kilbride, was missing from his home at Ashton-Under-Lyne since the 

previous Saturday, and that a great search was being organised in an effort to find him. The search was scheduled 

for Sunday and Cpl McNab decided we should offer our assistance to the police next day.

SATURDAY 30  th  .

At  09:00 hrs the team set out for Ashton-U-Lyme, leaving Tate on base camp. At the police headquarters the 

inspector in charge of the search welcomed us and suggested that we should search several quarries and mine-

shafts in the area, and to report to him again at 13:00 hrs. Fruitless searches were carried out in the places 

mentioned and when we returned to Police H.Q. we were very kindly provided with a free hot meal, before 

returning to search more quarries. At 15:00 hrs the search was abandoned until Sunday’s mass effort, and the team 

returned to base camp. Once again the Wagon Inn was visited at night!

SUNDAY 1  st  .

Once again Tate stayed on Base whilst the rest of the team left at 08:15 hrs for Ashton-U-Lyme, to rejoin the search 

for the missing boy. There were well over 1,500 people assembled at Police H.Q., consisting of T.A. Men, ordinary 

townspeople, and Rayton A.T.C., (One of our sub-units), as well as some climbers, walkers and potholers. The 

team was treated by all concerned as a separate entity, referred to as “specialists”, and in every way been handled 

with a considerable respect. This was so throughout the entire two days, even though this was not really our type of 

job, as there were few open spaces in the area, which is mainly built-up. Today our only possible function was to 

provide “life-lines” for the potholers when they descended into wells and mine air vents. Whilst manoeuvring in a 

field the Landrover broke-down and had to be towed by the ambulance.

Once again, after the search was called off, the team was supplied with free meals, the only people to be so treated! 

Even though the search was unsuccessful the prestige of the team was given a boost by the publicity showered 

upon it including a front-page photo in the “Manchester Evening News."

At 17:45 hrs the team was prepared to return to Stafford, but whilst under tow the brakes of the Rover failed, and 

the towing hawser became entangled in the front-wheels. It was decided that Morgan and Risdon should stay with 

the Rover at Greenfields until mechanics from M.T. at Stafford came for it. The rest of the team continued on to 

Stafford, not reaching their until 21:45 hrs.

COMMENTS OF I/C NOV 29  th   – DEC 1  st

---oo0oo---


