
REPORT A 

KINLOSS MOUNTAIN RESCUE TEAM INCIDENT REPORT 

1. Nature of Incident; F101 USAF Voodoo aircraft crashed. 

2. Duration of Incident:  Team called out 1135 hours on 7th May 1964.  Team returned to base 

at Kinlochleven 1730 hours on 16th May 1964. 

3. Authority Alerting: ERCC1 

4. Time and Date Team Left Station. 1155 hours on 7th May 1964. 

5. Team Arrived in Search Area (Fort William) at 1400 hours 7th May 1964. 

6. Area Searched: See attached photostat2 

7. Duration of Search and Time casualty Found:  9 days: During afternoon of 15th May 1964. 

8. Type of Search:  (RAF Kinloss Only)  All mountain ridges and summits in area allocated 

searched whether or not in mist.  Corries, glens and moors below cloud base scanned as far 

as possible with the aid of binoculars from neighbouring ridges. 

9. Weather Conditions: 

7th and 8th May 1964-Hail, wind and rolling mist but most summits were clear at some time 

or other. 

9th May 1964 – Heavy rain. Cloud down to 2.500 feet. 

10th May 1964 – rain at times.  Cloud base variable but summits above 3,000 feet were never 

clear. 

11th, 12th, 13th May 1964 – Heavy rain and new snow falling.  All summits above 2,500 feet 

never clear. 

14th May 1964 – Good weather and good visibility. 

10. Composition of Rescue Party: (Ground search only) 

30 Kinloss MRT (with 20 men of HMS Fulmar, Lossiemouth till 10th May 1964) 

Leuchars MRT 

From 10 May  12 Leeming MRT ( with 8 men of HMS Condor, Arbroath till 11th May 

1964) 

From 12 May Valley MRT, St. Athan MRT. 

Glencoe and Lochaber MRTs (9th and 10th May only) 

 

11. Equipment used:  (Kinloss only) 

a. MT – 1 x 3T truck, 1 x 1T truck, 2 Landrovers, 1 Truck RVT, 1 Landrover Ambulance 

b. Radio – 1154/1155 Transceiver (Signals Truck) HF 15s and VHF 31s (The 31 sets proved 

more useful than the HF 15s) 

c. Stretcher/Medical  - Nil 

d. Other Special Equipment – Pyrotechnics for helicopter liaison. Binoculars ( scale of 3 sets 

binoculars for Kinloss MRT proved inadequate and double the quantity would have been 

useful.) 

12. Sub-Units Co-operating. Fort William Police – Glencoe police 

13. No of casualties Involved: Dead: One. 

14. Casualties All Evacuated by: Not known.  Casualty was still on site at 1800 hours on 16th May 

1964.  KMRT were informed by ERCC that USAF were responsible for evacuation of casualty. 

15. Narrative 

                                                           
1 Edinburgh Rescue Co-ordination Centre, Pitrievie Castle 
2 Sadly this has not survived. BJC 



Cpl Sefton was in charge of the team from the time of the call-out till 1700 hours on 9th May 

when Chf Tech Hinde took over.  Cpl Sefton reported that there was a lack of direction from 

ERCC during the initial stages of the call-out, and that ERCC were vague about which areas 

had been allocated to the teams.  This situation improved by 1800 hours on 8th May and 

from then on there was adequate co-ordination between ERCC, air and ground search 

forces. 

 

After arriving at Fort William on 7th May 1964 the team waited for several hours till local 

reports came in.  During the afternoon a woman reported an explosion heard at Brae Roy 

Lodge (nN36/336915).  A party from KMRT checked this report but by the time they 

returned another and more likely story was reported from Glenfinnan.  The Brae Roy Lodge 

area was not searched till 10th May 1964 (see photostat). 

 

At 1500 hours on 7th May 1964 several fishermen reported seeing a low flying aircraft at 

Glenfinnan (nM35/899810) and this area was searched for two days.  At 1800 hours on 9th 

May 1964 Cpl Sefton was told by ERCC that the Glenfinnan low flying aircraft had been a 

Scimitar (with lowered undercarriage) from RNAS Lossiemouth.  This aircraft had returned 

safely to Lossiemouth so the search was called off in the Glenfinnan area. 

 

On the evening of 10th May 1964 Lieut Brown, USAF, briefed all search leaders with a logical 

estimation of the crash area, estimating that the most likely area was around both shores of 

Loch Linnhe from Inversanda Bay and NE past the Corran Narrows to Fort William.  All 

estimations from the lead pilot of the three Voodoos and other sources tied in with local 

reports of bangs, and splashes in Loch Linnhe. 

 

KMRT searched areas as detailed by ERCC and as shown on attached photostat for eight 

consecutive days. 

 

The aircraft wreck was sighted from a USAF C47 aircraft on 15th May 1964. 

 

On 16th May 1964 KMRT was informed that the crash was on the summit of Creach Bheinn 

(2,800 ft) and a party went there in cloud, finding no trace of the aircraft.  After further 

searching, scattered wreckage in small pieces was found all over the summit of Maol Odhar 

on mile east of Creach Bheinn.  The aircraft had flown into the hill from a quadrant between 

North and East.  The point of impact was at 2,550 feet, on a steep loose cliff less than 30 feet 

below the lip of the corrie. (Map Ref nM46/883578).  The impact and/or explosion had 

disturbed a lot of loose rock, soil and some vegetation.  Recovery of all wreckage would be a 

hazardous and specialised task for trained Mountain Rescue personnel.  There were some 

pieces of wreckage in the floor of the corrie, below the cliffs, about 800 ft lower than the 

point of impact, and tiny pieces were found two miles away. 

 

(J. HINDE) 

Chief Tech 

NCO i/c MRT3 

                                                           
3 The report was not dated. 


