
REPORT A 

KINLOSS MOUNTAIN RESCUE TEAM INCIDENT REPORT 

1. Nature of Incident; XH477 Vulcan Crash, Feughside, Aberdeenshire 

2. Duration of Incident:  Team called out 1635 hours on 12th June 1963.  Team returned to 

Station  1330 hours on 14th June 1963. 

3. Authority Alerting: E.(Northern)RCC Pitreavie. 

4. Time and Date Team Left Station. 1720 hours on 12th June 1963. 

5. Team Arrived in Search Area at 2045 hours 12th June 1963. 

6. Location of Wreckage O.S. 7th Series Sheet 42/49-88-1 by gamekeeper at 2100 hours on 12th 

June 1963, 

7. Duration of Search and Time casualty Found:   N/A 

8. Type of Search:  N/A 

9. Weather Conditions:  Calm, thick wet mist above 1,500 ft. 

10. Composition of Rescue Party: 26 Kinloss M.R.T., 3 Police, 3 local gamekeepers, 5 Royal 

Engineers 

11. Equipment used:  (Kinloss only) 

a. MT – 2 x 3 Ton trucks, 1 Landrover, 1 Signals Truck , 1 Landrover Ambulance 

b. Radio – HF 15s with Signals Truck 

c. Stretcher/Medical  - Two Thomas Stretchers 

d. Other Special Equipment – Maps and Navigation equipment.  Torches Headband. 

e. Sub-Units Co-operating. Aviemore and Ballater police 

12. No of casualties Involved: Dead: Five. 

13. Casualties All Evacuated by: 1145 hours on 13th June 1963. 

14. Narrative 

Deputy Team Leader and 20 men were alerted at 1635 for a missing Vulcan aircraft. 

Permission to leave camp was given at 1650 but replacement vehicles had to be obtained so 

team did not leave camp until 1720.  Due to an incorrect map reference team went to 

42/566022 and then were diverted (.  telephone to HQ 18 Group) to Ballochan farm 

42/520095. 

 

Team Leader and 4 men were on an exercise at Ben MacDhui with one 3 Ton truck and at 

1800 hours on 12th June were instructed by Aviemore Police to phone ERCC from the 

Shieling Chairlift.  They were told that a Vulcan aircraft was missing and that a gamekeeper 

(Mr. George Fife) had heard aircraft noise and then a double bang, from an estimated line 

between Hill of St. Colm (42/492885) and Invermark Lodge (42/437805).  (This estimate was 

later found to be surprisingly accurate).  The party went to Ballater Police Station and were 

diverted to Aboyne, and then with a police escort to Ballochan Farm (2130 hours). 

 

Mr. George Fife found the wreckage at 2100 but had descended to Ballochan without 

searching for casualties.  He was used again as a guide for the rescue party.  Landrovers 

were taken to 1,325ft (42/504900) within 1 ½ miles from  the crash and then the party 

reached the incident on foot at 2340 hours.  Only aircraft tradesmen were allowed to go to 

the scene initially and the usual orders given with regard to interference with evidence, 

tampering with dangerous objects, smoking and souvenir collection.  Four bodies only were 

found at this stage. 

                                                           
1 The last 2 digits were missing from the report 



 

A crash guard was detailed and then the full party went down, and Kinloss MRT with Sqn Ldr 

Stephenson returned to the area at 0730 hours 13th June.  Sometime after this they were 

joined by six RAF Leuchars MRT from their base camp in Glen Esk.  Photographs of 

casualties, parachutes and ejection seats were taken before anything was disturbed.  The 

fifth body was found at 1030 hrs by a sweep search.  It was concealed in a pile of radar 

“window”.  All remains were found except for one arm.  Bodies were covered and carried to 

42/495873 by 1145 hrs 13.6.63 and evacuated from there by RAF Leuchars MRT Landrover 

via Glen Esk. 

 

The aircraft seemed to have been flying on a course of approx. 220⁰ and first hit the hill at 

42/493884 at 2,250 ft.  The captain’s body and ejection seat were scattered at 492883. Co-

pilot, A.E.O. and one navigator were at 493882.  The other navigator (Flt. Lt. Chapman) was 

about 40 yards to the SE of this reference.  The aircraft had smashed down a high wire 

boundary fence on the peaty watershed and then scattered over an area of about ½ sq. mile.  

Three undamaged and one damaged crash helmets were found, also several flying helmets 

and oxygen masks all of which were found over a large area.  One S.D. hat was found with a 

small piece of scalp inside.  The ejection guns appeared to have been fired on impact.  Most 

of the wreckage was not burnt, but fuel had burned over a large area of heather and peat 

which was still smouldering hours afterwards. 

 

Flt. Lt. Hercliffe from RAF Buchan was assisted in the collection of classified documents, and I 

handed him three watches (One undamaged) and the travelling Form 700H. 

 

MRT also assisted Sqn Ldr Villiers from Farnborough in his investigations. 

 

HQ 18 Gp had received complaints from the press that they had not had sufficient co-

operation, so when the mist cleared on the afternoon of 13th June I allowed them up to take 

photographs.  The reasons for not allowing the press into the crash area initially were:- 

a. One body still unaccounted for. 

b. The four bodies were still ‘in situ’. 

c. Visibility was such that it would not have been possible to control the numbers of press 

involved thereby giving opportunity to disturb the wreckage, even if unwittingly. 

d. The press were inadequately clothed for the pertaining conditions. 

e. The adverse effect on the MRT having photographers in action during the unenviable 

task of removing the bodies. 

A crash guard from RAF Buchan took over from Kinloss MRT at 1500 hrs on 13th June. 

 

It is requested that letters of appreciation be sent to Messrs. George Fife and Stephen Henderson for 

the part they played in the operation, and to Mr. and Mrs. George Henderson of Ballochan Farm, 

Feughside, Aberdeenshire for help given to RAF Kinloss MRT. 

RCC informed  0200 13th June 1963 

Signed by C/T J. Hinde but not dated. 

 



 

 

(J. HINDE) 

Chief Tech 

NCO i/c MRT2 

                                                           
2 The report was not dated. 


